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THEN ADVOOATH.

THE SINGLE-TAX.

An Able Champlon Presents His Bide of the
Cane.

BY W. H. T WAKEPIELD,

In your last artiole you asy: “Mr
Wakefleld fails to distinguish the point
I sttomptad to makes, that no matier
upon what kind of property faxesars
levied nominally, they are invarisbly
laviad sgaiost individuals wnd are paid
by individuals either from the peroduc's
of the laboe of thoss againat whom they
are lavind, or from the producta of the
Iabor of other men whoee cirgumstanoes
makes tham tribatary in some menner to
those agaiost whom thetsxss arelevied.”

Pardoa me, if [ think [ did aot fal to
notiss this point Thet taxes are not
pald by lusoimate or unorgsnized mat-
ter I then fally agread. What single-
taxars deairs, and what they think their
plaa slone osn acoomplieh, {a thal taxes
“lavied agalost an Individual” be paid
by that inodividual, snd not shitied to
sgome “sther men whosa oircumataniea
make them tributary ln somo maoner to
thoss againat whom the taxes are lovied.”
It 1s bacause i6 in & diceoct snd aa un.
shiftable tax, as wall sa the ons whish
osn be neseesad and ocolleatad for the
Jeast margin of expens, that we think it
the beat sod lesss burdnsoma mathad
of raisiog public revsnues, whan oon
sldarved exalusivaly from a fisoal or bax-
ation standpoint. R wally, bowaver, we
think ralsiog of revenus an inoldent ot
the alogle tax, and nok it primary ob
jact, whioh is the elimiastion ordestrua.
tion of land monopoly.

Why do you ignore what I have so
often siated to be the principle of the
gingle tax, v'z, to sepsrate soocial or
pablio values, to whioh sll have con-
tributed, by taking ouly thesa public or
polal values for public parposea—glv-
jog them to the communities whioh ore
a'e them—and thersny render it poasible
tn relisve labor of sll the taxs and bar
dsps whish mow so sorely oppress is?
Falors to distinguish between social or
monopoly values, which are of publio
snd mot private origio, and private
yaluse whioh are of individasl origin, ia
the ohie? diffi wolty in uaderstandiog the
slogle tax. I flad nothing in your writ.
ings to lodisate that you have aver ob
garved this distinotion.

That land values ara the result of the
presance, labirs and sutarpriss of the en-
$ire commuaaity, sod that they tend to a
goustent inorease with inorease of popa-
1aion sad fesilisiea of prodaotion, iy be-
youd all questions, and is so held by all
gohools ¢f politioal economy. Is i the
mmopoly of these socisily areated valuss
that has mads nina out of %ten of our
¢ oh mea; aad 1% is expaase of aoocess to
1iod upon which to live and labar that
makes sod keep workiogmen aad farm-
&8 poor.

Agam, you pereistently ignore the dit
forsnoe to labor betwasa payiog reat to
s lsndlord sad payiog it really %o one’s
palf, for' rent or tax paid %o the publio
feoasury in lisn of an eqaal sum of other
faxes pravionsly paid fcom the producta
of lsbor is a gsla %> laborof the sum
previously paid to the laadlord.

Your contention that the siogle-fax
wonld desteoy land valuss t0 sn extent
that would redace the reveous balpw
$he nesded quaatity, is & resuls of fail.
ing to dwinoguish between ospitalizad
ot selling value, sad rental or use value.
Taat the siogle-tax ualimited would de-
piroy ihe entire selliog value ia true, but
the ues or rental valus would not be at
sll affsoted, exdeph by the Inoreased
quaatity of land whiob would become
avallable for wse. Doaviog she dog of
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a% flret reduoe to some extent the rentsl
velusas of land, but not to the 40 or 50
per oent. which it could bs reduced with-
out falliog %o ralss sll revenues now re-
qaired. The greatly inoressed sotivity
in production snd distribation of wealth
whioh would follow adoption of the sin-
gle-tax, snd the rapld acoumulation of
ospital by emancipated industry wounld
soon osue an {ncressed demand for lsnd
and inoreass of rental valuea to or be-
yond the pressnt rate.

Younssy: *Lt it not be overlooked 1
this conneotion elther that whatever the
tax may be—little or mnoh—it must be
paid from the produota of labor, sod i
osa be pad in mo other way, All laxee
in sheir ultimate soalysis fall upon la-
bor, aad lsbor cannot esospe them.”

Tols seoms to us & mers usslean play
upon words, and nelther admita noe at-
tempta to relale fao's patent to all the
world, previoasly refareed to by us, Tae
Astor fanily hav: an united incoms of
over §25,000 per dsy fcom real estate
rants, over aand above the taxes om this
veal estate. Woo pays Astors’ taxea?
fa is theie labor that ia texad, or that of
their tansntal

Your ohisf objrotion to this funds-
mantal reform ssema to be that you are
not assured in advanos that it will imme-
diately usber in tbe millennium, bat we
thiok it will at leaat do as muah, or more,
in that line thao other plans will do.

You say you cannot see how it wiil do
up the sagar tzuet, but I thiok it wil
more speedily aond «ffsotually abolish
that and sll other truste than all other
lawa which it is possible to enaot, fir it
brings to bear agains: trusta & law of
nature which is aa much more effectusl
than statate law, na & oyclone ls over a
tin whistle.

The sisgle-tax presupposes and ren-
dars possible abeolute fres trade, snd
uodar free trade the sugar trust would
have to meet the competition of the
world, aod the same is true of the cord-
age, \he rubber, and other manufactur.
ing trusta. Ia proof of this we cite the
faot that in Bogland, whera there is no
tarif on either raw or reflaed sugar,
Awerioan, German and French refined
sugar has for years, and asill dosa, retail
at loss than B oeuta per pound. A gen-
tleman lately retursed from a visit
%0 his parenta in Hogland tells us that
his fasher bought reflaed sugar at thirty-
iz pound to the dollse at retail jost be-
fore he lef¥, and that this was the
steadard retail price. Whoy did the
sugar trust epend so much mousy o in-
flusnos legislation but to seoure 8 mon-
opoly of she home markei?

I think you err in eaying: “Location
i not important to & concern like this,
Is nead not be, ndd, in faos, 1 nok so sit-
uated a8 S0 have affixed to it tha great
value which is given to land by location.”

Bugsr reflaeries mast necsssarily be
on & deep-water front and alao essily so-
coasible to many linea of rallway and are
20 situated, sod sach looations are very
valuable, but under the present system
soormously undervalued for tax purposss,
1t in safs Lo nay shat of the $7,740,000 you
quote ss sugac-trual value, the aokual or
personal-property oapital does not ex
oeod the §740,000, lsaving T million do!-
lars of real estate. They must aleo be
hwmymlhrnduumnm
pleaty and cheap labor,

Uader the siogle-tax the oil trust,
lumber, coal, iron, copper, lead and all
other trusia that nmow cormer matural
prodaots would ba taxed the full valus
of the produos above the ourrent rates of
intareat on their caplial invested in ma.

| with reasonable wages for superintend-

ohinery, sto, and soiual wages paid,
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produots. This would stop holding forty
mioes idle to remder the one worked
more profitable, sud there would be the
same cocpstition in mining as ia ferm-
I'n.l

You say: “Mre. Wakeflold ia aware
that I belisve an entire revolution of our
whole moois!, indostrial and govern:
mental syelems, to adspt them to mod-
orn conditions and neceseitiss can alone
remove the evila of our times and ren
der it possible for all the people to be
prosperons sud happy. There must be
an entire new order of thingw and thia
the siogls tax cannof accomplish.”

Hare I see the real bone of contention
betwesn ue. I woun'd begin the work of
reform by removivg the causes of pres-
ont and apparant evils, bagioning with
the greatsat ones, which are the parents
of nearly all the others, and with the
vantege groand vhus gained, I would, in
succession, atisck esch new or old one,
a8 time and the exparisnce of new con.
ditions would show to be most in the
way of progress, justioe and liberty,
This s the only praotical method of re-
form, the only method by which any re
form or improvement of msn’s condition
has sver been sccomplished, Tt is In
the line of evolution and natural de.
yelopm snt—ohange by modifiostion and
adaptation of parts—snd man oan work
on no other lioe, for nature doss nok

You, on the other hand, seem to have
bean oaptivated by Bsllamy's Uptopian
Fairy Dream, and expect to resch the
imsginary millennium by & “Ba it en
soted” of congressmen who have atiained
their placee through either fraud, oun-
niog treachery, or gall, and to set saide
at one fell swoop every law of nature
and of human natare, as well aa all laws
of progrees and developmens. You re
mind me of & men st the bottom of &
well about to be saphyxiated by polson
ous vapore, but who reluses to ascend
the ladder which leads to safety because
he cannot plant his ficel step on the fop-
moat rung.

Uader any form of socialisea the land
and taxation questions must be dealt
with, and oan be eliminated only under
antire communism, if aven then, and the
Angle S.xon race will never become
communista, Me, Ballamy himself ssid
that the single-tax was the first atep in
pecuring the adoption of his system,
“githout which and befors which no
osher atep could possibly be taken,” yet
we find many of his disciples opposing
this step. We balieve the trend of pro
gress 18 toward greatar personal freadom
and less invasive governmant, and that
the ultimate ideal of mau is perfect lib-
eriy and the perfect order and happm
ness which liberty alons can bring, for
order in the dsughter and nok the
mother of liberty.

Yuu, on the other hand, seem o think
that more and stronger government in
the ideal, snd that by some sirange, in
pxplicable alohemy bhuman nature can
bs 5> obanged that men will ceass to
ssek power that thay may abuss ik

I think my road to she millsnium the
shortess, plainest and safeat

The Lesson and the Pasllosophy of the Late
Klection.

Eoiror ADvocaTR:—AS Very many
have tried their hand in explanation of
tha causes that swayed the electors in
their verdiot as rendsred at the late
election, aad the conmequences that will
grow out of the verdios, let us try ours.
Aod firet, oonstruiog the result as a
tulfillment of soripsure “ihat the Lod
chasteneth whom Ha loveih,” thas is
abous all the coasclation I can geb oul
ol it
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be detested. And still ons or two great
causes ovarshadowad all others. In Kan-
saa tha leginlativa "embroglio of two
yoarn gince prejudioed our cause and
raised a tide that It was diffi sult to make
beadway sgainst. For in politics man-
kind regard every «ffirt of & party to
foroe things with doubt and distrust;
and this furnished the enemy with a
very acceptible lever in their efort to
folst Populists from placs and powaer.
In the eame line was the univarsally-
greater javgls of the democrsoy in con-
grees at ita lset and preceding session,
and COlevelsnd’s connsoticn therewith,
which bresthed the breath of life into
the republioan party sgain, that Clark-
son and the nationsl leaders had given
up aa dead, and inspired it to recewsd
aotion, whera otherwies it would never
again bave raised i's head abova the sur-
taoe or fought another batile,

In this respect, and, 10desd, in saveral
respacta, it bears an exnot paralial to the
famous Haerison campaign of 1840, and
may very probably bhave the same ex-
perience ea the latter. That campaign,
like the Int® one, was preceded by an era
of bavk suspsnsioss, mercantils failures,
and hard times; and the democraoy in
power &t the two precedicg sessiona of
oongresa had wraogled over the reme-
diss and the legislation nscsesary to re.
atore the country to ita normal prosper-
iry; 8o that their enemy (the whige) ware
furnished with abundsot and unex-
peoted material with whion to fght
their battles, and which, I needa’s say,
they took advantags of to sweep the
couniry sand elevate Ganers! Harrison
from his log oabin on the banks of the
Ohio, where hs had bean in retirement
for & quartsr of a century (drinking hard
oider, a8 was the bosst of his Iriends)
into the presidency. Well, with a ms-~
jority in both honsea of congress they
commanoed operations; and the old gen-
oral having died, Tylsr succeedad, and
within six moatha the party was by the
oars in o fstricidal confliot, whioh ended
ia its total disaster at the next eleotion,
and Heory Clay, its great obampion and
chisfiain was conaigned to a defsat from
whioh be mor the party ever recovared,
but both weat to their politioal graves.

8o It will be sesn that the cass fur-
nishea an instructive parallel to sach of
the great partiss at present; and it will
bs fortunats for republicanism if the
parallel is not carried out to theend in
& wrangle among themsalves similar to
that whiob ocourred to their progeni-
tors, the whige, and to the demooracy st
the lass and preceding eession of con-
gresa. This msy be set down sa the pri-
mal and ohief cause of republican suo-
oesa ab thin%imse; sa people were disap-
pointed and disgusted with the jangls
in ocongress and the evident inability of
the party to fulfill ite pledges and solve
the flnaooial problem to the sasiafaction
Aod when in masses
men become maddeaed, like any other
animal, they often rusk farward to
their own destruotion, sod strike right
and left without being too ocareful
whom thaf punish or whether they don's
even destroy their own beat friends,
Thorougly maddeasd by the congres-
sionsl catastrophe the massss in their
tantroms, 8t the (3te slsotion laid low
overything that was not dismetrically
aatagonistio to demnoeaoy, and liks an
infuriated herd of Texas atears ran over
and trampled under foot their very oare-
takers and protectors, the Populists, in
thelr well-nigh insane pursuis ot the
M .

Nor need the demoorscy wonder that
the respoasibity far she hied bimosis
huamme.muwmm
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